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Fallen Leaf weather continues to surprise us this year. As I'm writing this newsletter, a cold
front is hovering over the lake with expected night time temperatures in the low 30's for the
last days of September and the early part of October, with some areas reaching into the 20's.
Some of these temperatures have already set low records for these dates! The Fallen Leaf
Mutual Water Company, Inc. shut down early this year in late September to avoid freezing
pipes and to begin the replacement of water storage tanks. It has since warmed up to normal
temperatures for this time of the year, which has found the back- country full of hikers and
campers.
Store and Marina End of Season: The Fallen Leaf Store and Marina closed on September
30th. This day was also the last day to get your boat out of the Marina anchorage. According
to Mike Basso, who operates the Store, it was a relatively successful year financially, with
many visitors from the Lake Tahoe area who bought souvenirs and purchased many, many
lunches. Mike will be back again next year to run the Store and Marina.
Caretaker: Ron Buck, our Caretaker during the winter months, is looking forward to (and
hoping for) another snowy winter. Such winters may do some damage to weakened decks or
roofs, but they also insulate the ground and prevent broken pipes due to freezing. We are all
thankful for Ron's patrols and for his rapid reports to owners of damages to their property.
Also remember our cameras, run by Ron, keep track of all movement in and out on Fallen
Leaf Road.
Security Summary: The summer passed with no notable security problems--a few bears
wandered among our cabins and neighborhoods, but only one entered through a kitchen
window and opened only the freezer door of the refrigerator. He helped himself to some
chicken breasts and found some cookies and peanuts on a nearby shelf, which he sampled,
and then left through the same window.
Boat Inspections: Boat inspections on all motor boats and larger hand-launched water- craft
were carried out as usual at the inspection station in Meyers. These inspections detected 38
instances of invasive species on these boats, including 9 quagga mussel or zebra mussel
infestations. The program seems to be working well, and Lake Tahoe, where most inspected
boats are launched, seems to be holding its own in not allowing invasive species to increase

in the lake. The slender lake weed Milfoil is the most common invasive species in Lake
Tahoe, especially at Tahoe Keys, where it has to be mowed underwater three or four times
per year. At Fallen Leaf, we only decontaminate canoes and kayaks with very hot water and
so far have no known invasive species in the lake.
Emergency Rescue at the Marina: A potentially most serious situation was avoided by the
quick thinking and action of 16 year-old Jack Rich. A distraught man tried to commit suicide
by jumping into the marina and attempting to lodge himself under a dock finger. Jack, who
was nearby, hauled him out of the water and did all the right things to bring the man ashore
and pass him on to the proper authorities. Well done, Jack!
U.S. Forest Service: The Forest Service together with Liberty Utilities continues to clear
branches and trees around power lines in our area of the Tahoe Basin. The Forest Service
continues to clear excess fuel out of the northwest, north, and northeast parts of the Fallen
Leaf forests. There are now numerous burn piles, especially to the northeast of the lake, that
must be ready to ignite - and only under the right conditions. Generally, burn piles are ignited
after two years of drying.
Road Conditions: There are still groups of people who want access to all roads in the Basin
during all seasons of the year, Fallen Leaf Road being one of them. However, the El Dorado
County Department of Transportation plans to continue their program of closing and opening
the metal gates on Fallen Leaf Road and Tahoe Mountain Road on a calendar basis. We don’t
yet know the dates, though it is fair to say that the road should be closed by Christmas and
opened by mid-April. We do know that the County has no plans to plow the road during the
winter months, but Stanford Camp, which plowed the road last winter, does plan to do so
again this season. Updates are posted to the Assn. website at www.fllha.org
Ray Egan: In mid-October we received word that Ray Egan had passed away. Due to health
reasons, Ray withdrew from the board of the Security Association a few years ago, leaving a
great absence which was felt by all board members. Ray was a phenomenal computer and
communications expert and was a key member of the Board for many decades. He always
knew what was going on and helped plan and supervise the actions of the Board for many
years. We have him to thank for much of the ongoing success of the FLLWSA and its
operations. Ray will be missed and remembered fondly by his neighbors on Emigrant Road
and friends throughout the entire Fallen Leaf community.
Lake Level: Because of last winter’s heavy snows, the lake level this summer was higher
than normal, which called for both dam gates to be wide open for much of the summer. In
late summer, the lake level was back to the programmed level and no damage from high
water was reported. The Fallen Leaf Protection Association, led by John Kleppe, is
negotiating with the Forest Service to purchase new barriers to keep debris away from the
dam as the old barriers have become water-logged. The Protection Association keeps in close
touch with the Forest Service to monitor and control the lake level. In the near future, an
additional modern, automatic water level gauge will be installed at a suitable place in the
lake.

Fallen Leaf Lake Winter Security Association: The Fallen Leaf Homeowners Association,
which in its inception was called the Fallen Leaf Security Association, has existed since 1970
and provides security monitoring for all properties accessed via Fallen Leaf Road. This past
summer, the board voted to combine these names in order to more accurately represent our
contribution-based service operations. While we do constitute a conglomerate for the benefit
of all homeowners and their properties accessed via Fallen Leaf Road, the use of the words
“Homeowner's Association” was causing some confusion. We settled on the more precise
name that you may have noticed on the recent annual contribution notice - Fallen Leaf Lake
Winter Security Association.
The area over which we provide security monitoring includes Glen Alpine, Lily Lake,
Stanford Hill, the Lodge properties, and Emigrant Road. These areas and all of the properties within them are patrolled by Ron Buck, who lives from September through May at the
Security House located at the corner of Emigrant and Fallen Leaf Road. From that location,
Ron monitors the cameras that record all movement in and out Fallen Leaf Road. He also
communicates with homeowners at periodic points throughout the winter, whether to alert
them to storm or animal damage or simply to send photographs of their snow-clad summer
cabins.
For the past twenty years, we have had Ron Buck as Caretaker patrolling the area in the
winter. During this time we have had almost no human intrusions at the lake, and the
members of the community have been informed, by Ron, with photos and e-mails of any
damage to their properties by winds, snows, falling trees, or bears. He makes temporary
repairs and informs the owners, who can then arrange for permanent repairs, if necessary.
Ron has close contact with the local Sheriff in case of serious problems. We also have
cameras at the Security House that record all movement going in and out along Fallen Leaf
Road. The system records the activity of cars, foot traffic, and, in one case, a huge bear
leaving Fallen Leaf.
As a board we elected to bring the organization into the 21st century in the fall of 2018 by
switching from paper mail to almost entirely electronic systems. Of course, paper mail is
available to anyone who still prefers it, though that greatly reduced number has surprised us
all. These new communications systems are much faster, more secure, and more reliable. We
have also recently updated our lengthy by-laws from a long pro-forma document to a much
shorter and clearly understandable document, much thanks to Steve Malley. This revised
document will be approved at the July 2020 meeting of the General Membership — a
meeting that all homeowners are welcome to attend. Our organization and this Board exist to
serve the Fallen Leaf community. We welcome suggestions and even criticisms so we can
perform our functions better.

Please contact Ron Buck at 530-541-1222, or via email at fallenleafpatrol@gmail.com, should
you have any questions specific to your property this winter season.
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